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Taking the inspiration for your restaurant design from a refectory without making it

look like, well, a refectory, is no mean feat. Canteen has pulled it off in style
Wards hesron Fyten

oo design iz more afMen
sbout the things that you dont
Botice, rather than atbendion-
seeking grand gestures that yoo
. Festaurants with a wow
Factor are abways a theill, b
seimnetames the baesi l:||'x||{'||_'\v|!
plstes are those whiere the
ERIFPOaI NG 'II'|_I,!~. are o well
onsiclered and wser-fricmsdly
thal they enhance the -.Ii'.1|:'|.-.-;
expenence without making a
song and dance aboat it
Cambeen, in the new Foster &
rammners dessgned Spitalficlds
e apunent, 15 one such |:-L-=._-_
Yoia maay have .'||:'|.'.||i.l. pead
about this new shining star af
Entish cooking since the
banadsheet critics have been
srrod bverineg it with pradse, jay
Raymer imagined it would be
“the kaned of canteen a thnsdg g
architectural practice”™ maight
bixild ior iself, whereas AA Gill
cadlisd i1, "a |l|.l nky L':l\.':.:.l.ll'. PR
thuat harks back o oo ll.l\.':."l.ll-r
caberimg and the caffs of vouith ®
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T O THE CLASS

It's thi perfect example of a
restanrant where the deskgn so
berllianthy snppsosts the food
consepd (an all-day menn serving
high-guality British cuisine
using nationally-sourced
ingredlients) that it rarely
distracts the diner. Subtle, low
leghting creates a sense of
il1l|.|1'|.'||_":.'_ even when o ITI.I_:'{'."II
b sharing the refectony tables
and bendhes with strangerns,

Such ergonormic detailing
doesn't happen by chance. The
i b E'.'n'.r-ﬁl*n_l'.:lriu:l-:
Malane, Cass Titoomibse and
Dominic Lake developed their
‘democratic eatirgg hoaise” over
1& mxnths before they
appainted Universal Design

Stsdan. =W wene very

prescriptbve in our creative briel,

we had an So-page documient
detailing our influences, cnlowr
|11h-'.|:¢-=. and makerials”® Says
Patrick Malone, “Ulimately we
wanted an ermphasis on simple,
high-guality materials thas
reference the optimism of mid-
:rmh-h':'ntur:.' dbesiom and
classlessness of commundty
spaces |ike the Royal Festival
Hall, town halls and libraries.
|1mgﬂ'il::.' WAs i.rnp-mtanr1m.
wor wanted it to last amd rod
really date.”

Wrarveres] has worked on a
coupde of restaurants, but
they're better known for thear
retail interiors for Stella

N
T COTEL

MoCartmeey and Juicy Conture
Hioweveer, the Canfeen team
decided they shared a similar
aesthetic. The musli-
disciplinary practice is headed
by architect hsnathan Claras
together with Edwand Barber
and Jay Crsgerhy, the successiul
furniture duo

Several key elements enabled
Unrversal to achaeve the onest,
ﬂrnighlh.mnrl!_nn'.'rilI'-. bk
the clients desiged. The ]'n.'||r1'!|.'
||F|, II“H_ 1|1|l.||‘|||_' |1|.|l|_'ri.'|! -
oak, linodewm, ceramic, cork and

There's plenty of space to put your things;

lowr coat racks slotted between seating
areas and Bttle rays om the side for keys,
phores o deiighnid harsd g woidd mbda
By Universal Design Sludia

itly suppor
ept that it rarely distracts the
diner. Subtle ight Ng Creates ntima

even when shar INg the rere

The design so brilliar

tory tables

Portoro takian markde = lemd
that sense of lngevity. Simple
1.I\J.E1.I|1|n_1ﬁl!trr scale versinns
ol Rarhses I':l'..:,p'ﬂ:-:.. Hiome table
{made by Windmill poinery), are
paired with BO's Postsmouth
benches, whilst cosier window
seats ane upholstered in alive
el ] f.l!l.'u_ '||'_.. Bute. e |:|.|||.l|!.5_"\.
tis el wtilitarian without being
industrial or urmwelooming,
demncratic withowt being
r'Ilr.1-t'| As knathan Clarke
|_'1;i||.|'|n,, "W wanied
democratic efficiency bt we
didn’t want bo create a fast food
restaurant with high-bevel

s il iﬁg or higash Iiglni.l.g_ it
needed to reflect the gualivy of
the food. We've madie it Ear maore
luxurious and comfortable
l:hrnll.gh qui'.n:' suhtle things,
such as the lower seati ng levels
the depth of seating and the
thickness of the tables.”
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DESIGM

I;,iﬂ:hl_inﬂ wan & major Challenge,
the site essentially baing & gLaEs
bow. All Eghting elements were
curstiom made and are delibesately
understated: Im linear perdants in
& fodded aluminiuem design hang low
ahovn the large oommasnal tables.

“Thery add & warm glow to the
wirddow-side tables. The ceramic
shadn sllows light to Buminate
fmces of dinoers, whist still

lightung The Labde surf aces amd

Livinveraal Desgin Shudio

Madomne says they ware
determined that the Canteen
dining experience should feel
imformal Universal losoked o
|:I'u.-1r.l.~.|: 1'|:|ri:n+.|:-iul T
“We considered the matenals
and dr.'i:g:n.n'l' r.:.ill.\-::,l un'i.:g.-l._
when tealn travel was a
glamosous experience, and
thought about how there
were abways places to pait
your things ™ The results
inchide the handy coat-raild
inserted between each
seating ‘compartment’, the
micvable Coran trays and
Hv.-;lnrul:lln.'l.imp-q.

|,|"g_hl;i.|13 Was A major
ch.;llungq.lhe it umnri.all}'
bimg a glass boy with thece
sides of glazing. “It was tricky
b i wana ‘e o peting with
Criod,” says Clarke, “there's lots
of natural light, 20 we doopped
the lighting levels, creating
wanmith and mtimacy.

Another magor factor which is
s0 often neglected in nestaurant
rln.'rgn anid has been dealt with
extremely effectively is the
acousiics. "We freabed several

The beautiful original vaulting of the market will be exposed
We wanted our design to fit nwithout being ke a NatWest

Arexs B IR aceastics.”
explains Clarke. “The oak pansel
abawee the pass b artioalated 10
soak up the sound, the sex
Fabaic heelpes. ained woe incstalbed
perforated ceiling panels, so the
sound penetrates and i eaten
up h:.'.in acoustic baffle inside
af the hack ™

In Eact, the mﬂ].' opomplaint to
make abonet Canbeen is its
sefting, as the Spitalficlds
d[l..'u|:,|-|,!u|'u_-|hl s vk et
complete. But Malone is
canfident it will lnok good
whien uriled i June
“We were a bit worred at first,
but eventually all the hoardings
willl comiz derwm aned The
beautiful original vaulting of
the market will be exposed.
It was a rigorows gpace and we
wanted our design tofitin
wiﬂ'mul;b:i.n-g!ik:';ﬁht'-\'ﬂ!
bank. We wanted it to add
somiething to the development.”
It has certainly done that: so far
it i% thi star attraction. We can
anly hope the rest of Spataliiclds
measuses up - Canteen s 1 hard
act to follow, @



