LDF preview

LDF:
CELEBRATING
15 YEARS
London Design Festival returns in September for its
15th year, celebrating and promoting London as the
design capital of the world.

The capital will host an inspiring programme of events and
installations in celebration of this year’s London Design Festival in
September. ‘People have established, run and successfully sold
their businesses via the Festival, and our commissioning process
for young designers really showcases their work early on in their
careers,’ says Ben Evans, director of LDF.
‘Few cities have a cultural infracture like ours,’ says Evans.
‘It’s a magnet for creative people both in the UK and around the
world. Everyone wants to come here because of the scale and
quality of our offer. We are culturally spoilt. London Design Festival
has contributed to that — international brands have seen what’s
happening and want to be part of it.’
As a citywide event, LDF is an essential platform for the capital’s
major trade shows including 100% Design, Decorex International,
designjunction, Focus/17 and The London Design Fair (including
Tent London and Super Brands).
In 2017 there will be eight official Design Districts across the
capital, featuring distinct concentrations of design activity and
events that can be reached easily on foot. This year will see a
new Design District, Mayfair, take part alongside Bankside Design
District, Brompton Design District, Brixton Design Trail, Chelsea
Design Quarter, Clerkenwell Design Quarter, Islington Design
District and Shoreditch Design Triangle.

Above: LDF will bring British designer Ross Lovegrove’s
25m-long Transmission installation to the V&A Museum.
Above right: Universal Design Studio and The Office Group
(TOG) have teamed up to create a pavilion of repetition in the
Shoreditch Design Triangle.

Villa Walala
In celebration of 15 years, the Festival, along with headline partner
British Land, will launch a series of commissions and installations,
including a landmark project at Broadgate Circus with renowned
textile designer Camile Walala entitled Villa Walala. The vibrant,
geometric installation is designed as a light-hearted antidote to the
straight-laced, busy city, injecting a sense of playfulness into just
another day at the office.
Transmission by Ross Lovegrove
Inspired by the Devonshire Hunting Tapestries at the V&A, British
designer Ross Lovegrove has created Transmission, a 25m-long
fluid and freestanding three-dimensional tapestry using Alcantara,
a tactile and sound absorbent material and an alternate material
to animal-based textiles. The installation responds to the rich
scenes of wealth and aristocratic fashion depicted in the 15th
century tapestries at the V&A, and complements them with its own
gold and silver threads.
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While We Wait by Elias and Yousef Anastas
Palestinian architects Elias and Yousef Anastas will debut While We
Wait, an installation inspired by the scenic Cremsian Valley on the
seam between Bethlehem and Jeruselum. The installation aims to
explore the cultural claim of nature in Palestine. While We Wait is a
stone construction of a lace-like pattern, in which the sophisticated
dentelle structure is in stark contrast to the plain uniform concrete
of the separation wall. The structure will be an immersive space that
visitors can enter and feel the texture of the stone and participating
in the experience through an ambient soundtrack, as if entering the
Cremsian Valley itself.
London Design Biennale 2017
Taking over the entirety of Somerset House, the 2018 London Design
Biennale will ask questions and explore new ideas about cities,
migration, sustainability, artificial intelligence and social equality.
Sponsored by Jaguar, visitors will enjoy engaging and interative
installations, innovations, artworks and proposed design solutions —
all in an immersive, inspiring and entertaining tour of the world.

Above: Turkishceramics will create an installation by Adam
Nathaniel Furman in the central fountain space on Granary
Square that celebrates the rich history of ceramics in Turkey.
Left: Elias and Youself Anastas will debut While We Wait at the
V&A Museum.
Below: Camille Walala’s Villa Walala architectural playground
in the middle of Broadgate Circus is designed as an
antidote to the straight-laced busy city, injecting a sense of
playfulness into just another day at the office.
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When and where
London, 16-24 September 2016
For a full list of events taking place
during London Design Festival 2017,
visit www.londondesignfestival.com

L_D_F #LDF17
*All information correct at time of going to press
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